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Munera, crede mihi, placant Hominefa, Deofy;. 
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Am oblig’d to the Author of the following 
Letter, for affiiting me to furnifh out an En- 
tertainment to my Readers fo proper to the 


eafon, 


To Mr. JAcon RAVENSCROFT. 
STR, 
i Am a confiaut Keader of your Papers, and 
* have been fo well entertain’d by them, that 
[have had a great Mind to make fome Prefent 
to the Lay-Moxajftery. Lonce thought to fhew my 
Refpect, by fending fome fmall Gift or other 
which might be fuitable to the Seafon of the Year 5 
but I fancy you live too well to haveany Occafion 
for it. The next Thought that came into my Head, 
Was to write a Paper, and fubmit it to your Cor- 
rection, yet fill with an Eye to my firlt Defign, 
and to the Seafon, as | faid, which introduces a 
general Scene of Sociablenefs, Hofpitality, and 
good Cheer. With this Thought I walk’d the 
other Morning thro’ the Strand, and was en- 
tertain’d with the Sight of Objects fo pertinent 
to my Meditation, as if my Thoughts, as they 
call it, had been bound by them. I had much 
ado to pafs along in fome Places, the Street was 
fo crowded with Porters, that panted under 
Loads of Country Luxury, againft the approach- 
ing Feftival. Onecarry’d on his Back a whole 
Poulterer’s Shop of wild and tame Fow! 3 whilit 
> fubftaurial 
Chines and Turk It was a Pleafure to ob- 
ferve this Commerce between the City a nd 
Country, and to fec the Spice, Plumbs, Sugar 
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and Wine, exported from the Town, produce 
Returns of Fowl, and Remittances of Bacon 
and Winter-Venifon. But the ftately Pillars of 
Brawn, thofe Monuments of Britifé DiftinGtion, 
moft delighted me, in which this Iland triumphs 
over all Exrope 3 and I fancy that Travellers look 
upon thefe eatable Columns as fo many Emblems 
of our Strength, and with the fame Surprize 
that they behold the huge Stones rais’d on Salif- 
bury-Plam, to the Memory of our robuft An- 
celtors. 

¢ When I came Home in the Evening, IJ found 
an agreeable Friend of mine waiting for me at 
my Lodgings, who was return’d to Town the 
Day before 5 and over a Glafs of Wine, I related 
to him the Obfervations I had been amufing my 
felf with, as I pafs’d the Streets. When I had 
ended, he reply’d,-----[ have a Country Prefent 
fent to me this very Morning 5 but not asa Mark 
of Affection froma Friend, but from a Cheating 
Rogue, my Tenant, who not only makes me no 
Remittance for a good Farm of mine; except of 
Two Cheefes at Michaelmas, and a Chine and 
Turkey at Chrifimas 5 but brings me in Debtor 
every Year Five or Six Pounds tor Improvements 
and Repairs. If the Ralcal goes on at this Rate, 
I refolve to file a Bill in Chancery again{t him, 
to oblige him to take the Eftate off my Hands, 
and become the Proprictor and Landlord himfelf. 
But I have another Relpe& paid me, froma bet- 
ter’ Lenant, of a Collar of Brawn, which I pre- 
fy, as I obferve you do, toall the Meats in the 
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Furvinal was in the 
rioht. when he faid the Feir was a Creature 
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sode tor eafle : and had THE NWOEMans known the 
Made Ol Ww ee abs % 
Art of turning him fo well mto Brawn, they 
would have celebrated him above their Lampreys, 
Peacocks, and all their native or mpor- 
Now vou mutt know, continu’d 
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mv | riend, that I my felt aft Week made a Pre- 
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in my Pocket. L pon this Me pluck cd Out the 


=<§ Gattis ty co cha Pionls of ahas 
Letter 5 and finding it to the Paurpole of wuat | 
thinking of before, f prevaila with 


him to let m¢ fend itto you, that if you thins 
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Your Humble Servant, 


To AspASIA. 


Macam, 


T° .E Favours I lately receivd from your felt 


«¢ and my dear Kiniman your Husband have 
laid me under fuch Obligations, that ] am at a 
Lofs how to fhew my Gratitude. If it were in 
ny Power, I wou’d make you fuitable Returns 5 
but while you enjoy an Affluence of all ‘Things, 
and are {fo Lonis in an affectionate Husband, and 
obedient and beautiful Children, how 1s it poili- 
ble that I fhould add to your Felicity 2 
“ [prefume, Madam, to fend you by the Bearer 
the poor Prefent of a Country Goole, which, J 
hope, you will not flight for its Meannefs, when 
you regard it as the Teftimony of the Goodwill 
of a Friend ; tho’ at the fame time 1 am not 
without my Fears, that I fhall be rallied for 
chufing fuch a filly Animal to make you my 
Compliments. 
«“ | have been thinking that this will make fine 
Work, if it comes to be known in the Com- 
monwealth of Birds ; fince the proudeit Swan 
would have grown yet prouder to have been 
employ’d in this Meflage. ‘The ‘Turkey-Cock, 
which is often put upon this Kind of Duty, 
will redden, and ftrutting with Refentmenr, 
ask how I came to pitch upon fuch a fenfelefs 
cackling QOrator to exprets my Acknowledg 
ments? (for Birds may fpeak on fuch a Provoca- 
tion; and 4fop you know, Madam, has given 
them Speech on many Occafions of lefs Confe- 
quence) Had you not, he will fay, been as much 
without Reflection as your foolifh Envoy, you 
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rite of the fairSex, fhould be flichted at {y cri 
tical a Junéture. And any Man may fee the Pe. 
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cock wiil bear me an immortal Grudge, 
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Contempt OT a Bird ly his Quality, graceful 
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Stature, and fine Feathers, I fhould & pute a 
Fowl fo much his Inferior to the Priviledse of 
waiting on you. No doubt the Patridge tco 
will be out of Itumour, and ask « hya Piatt 

{uch Honour had not been put in Commuiffion, 
and then 3 or 4 Brace of that numerous Family 
might have paid youtheir Refpects: Ac leaf he’il 
add, Such an Ofhce might have been fplit be- 
tween fome of our Feather and as many Wild 
Ducks. Then, Modam, the Qutils, the Plovers, 
the Snipes, and Heathpoults, alt familiar among 
the Ladies, the very Birds in Fafhion, and per- 
petually going on fuch Errands, willlook on it 
as an unpardonable Crime, that negleSting them 
Ihave prefer’d fo unworthy a Competitor ; and 
{i don’t know whether they will not carry their 
Refentments fo far, as to take Care thit none 
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of their delicious Fraternities fhall hereafter ap- 
To set 
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pear at any Vable where [am prefent. 
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ot che Principal, that deputed him 
will fay for my Gooie, that as it is defign’d to 
make you merry, fo it is young, and far more 
tender than one which came to a ‘Table where 
i was very lately ; for that was io dry and 
hard, that I took it for an old Norman owl, 
that came into England with the Conqueror. 
However, the Mafter of the Houfe, as his Man- 
ner 1s, commended the Entertainment, and we 
who were his Guefts were almoft choak’d out 
of meer Civility. Lhave done with my Geofe; 
and when you and my dear Coufin begin with 
it, I wifh you as merry as I was whenI had the 
Honour lait of being at your Table. 
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fuch A cciaents, 
His Mother, who lives at the Goldex-Ball near the 
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